
From: Colella, Mike
To: Landry, Shawn
Subject: RE: SEACAR - request for information
Date: Friday, September 7, 2018 12:28:45 PM

Hi Shawn,
 
Below is a drop box link with several files in response to your data request.
 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/7yefmhkxwzgqk7o/AADlORD7xeefSfg37Zj1Gnxra?dl=0
 
The files include an ACCESS database that has the data for coral colonies at each of our stations.
 This file contains all the corals measured and assessed during the demographic surveys from each
region.  An excel file that has the presence absence of coral species from our demographic surveys
(Demo PA).  This file contains the presence/absence of species for all of the demographic surveys
(1x10 area).  An excel file that has the presence/absence of coral species from our older
discontinued inventory surveys (SSI).  This file contains the species presence absence (2x22 area) An
excel file that has the percent cover for all individual coral species and an excel file that has the
percent cover for major taxa groups.  These files provide the percent substrate cover in 0.5x22
meter area covered for each survey station.
 
I think most of the stuff in the files is pretty self-explanatory but some descriptions are below.  I’ve
also provided a brief history of the project to help you understand the datasets provided. 
 
CREMP began surveying in 1996 in the Florida Keys.  CREMP in Southeast Florida started in 2003. 
CREMP in the Dry Tortugas started with 3 sites in 1999 with a larger part of the Dry Tortugas region
added in 2004. 
 
At the start there were two major surveys.  A percent cover video/photo transect survey and a
scleractinian species inventory or SSI.  The general survey design is a series of sites with anywhere
from 2-4 stations nested within the sites.  From 1996 to 2010 these two surveys were conducted.  In
2010 and slightly later for SECREMP the methods were revised.  The species inventory was
discontinued a more detailed demographic survey of coral colonies began starting 2011 (again
SECREMP was a year or two behind with these changes).
 
Throughout the project the sampling scheme changed multiple times.  It gets somewhat confusing. 
A station started as a 2x22 meter area.  The species inventories were done within this area and the
percent cover video transects were conducted along three adjacent 0.5x22 meter transects covering
this area.  When methods changed this was reduced to a 1x10 meter transect and a single 0.5x22
meter transect (1 of the 3 original).  For percent cover data I have provided only this single transect
so that the areas covered are consistent through time.  For the species inventory data a 2x22 meter
area was surveyed for the SSI file.  For the Demo data a 1x10 meter area was surveyed.
 
Starting in 1996 all sites had 4 stations.  As the project progressed the number of stations needed to
be reduced because it was simply too much work. When we changed the methods in 2010 we
resumed going to all stations but in order to complete the work reduced the stations size.
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 Furthermore, additional survey sites were added through time – FKNMS added 6 patch reefs in
2009, SECREMP added sites several times over recent years, etc. 
 
I have provided the data for all available stations.  For SECREMP and Dry Tortugas, stations have
been added through time but all stations have been visited in every year since surveys commenced. 
For the keys because of the station reduction mentioned above not all stations have been surveyed
in every year.  If a station is not listed it was not surveyed for that particular year – all the available
data is here.  There was an additional column added the FKNMS point count data (percent cover)
that indicate what stations have actually been surveyed in every year and I provided a brief summary
of the annual values that includes only the station surveyed in all years.
 
Hopefully this provides a food starting point for you.  I am sure you will have questions so feel free to
ask as many as needed.  I will be out of the office working at sea in the Tortugas from September

10th to September 20th.  I should be able to respond to any question fairly quickly outside of those
dates.  I apologize if this email seems rushed I have a lot of preparations left to complete for this trip.
 
Cheers!
 
Michael Colella
Coral Program
Fish & Wildlife Research Institute
Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission
100 8th Ave SE
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
Phone: 727-892-4128
Email: Mike.Colella@MyFWC.com
http://research.MyFWC.com/
 
 
 
 
 
 

From: Landry, Shawn [mailto:landry@usf.edu] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 28, 2018 4:05 PM
To: Colella, Mike <Mike.Colella@MyFWC.com>
Subject: Re: SEACAR - request for information
 
Hi Mike,
I am not very knowledgeable about coral monitoring. The SEACAR project is looking to analyze status
and trends related to corals within their managed areas. I guess I would respond by saying we would
love to see your datasets in the form you already have on hand. There will be an expert driven
process to determine the analyses for the status and trends reporting, but the end result will be
some summary of data and certainly not the raw data. 
 



Thanks,
Shawn

Shawn Landry, PhD
Research Associate Professor, Geosciences
Director, USF Water Institute
University of South Florida
Typed by big fingers on a Mini keyboard.

On Aug 28, 2018, at 3:48 PM, Colella, Mike <Mike.Colella@MyFWC.com> wrote:

Hi Shawn,
 
I’ll get some stuff together tomorrow morning.
 
Is there something specific you are looking for or just our datasets in general?
 
Cheers!
Mike
 

From: Landry, Shawn [mailto:landry@usf.edu] 
Sent: Monday, August 27, 2018 1:36 PM
To: Colella, Mike <Mike.Colella@MyFWC.com>
Cc: Hammond, Rich <hammond@usf.edu>; Eilers, David <eilers@usf.edu>
Subject: RE: SEACAR - request for information
 
Hi Mike,
You wanted a reminder if I didn’t hear from you about the data.
 
Thanks,
Shawn
 
Shawn Landry, Ph.D.  (Landry@usf.edu)
Research Associate Professor, School of Geosciences
Director, USF Water Institute
University of South Florida
4202 East Fowler Ave., NES107, Tampa, FL 33620
Phone: (813) 974-4590       Cell: (813) 434-0162
websites: WaterInstitute.usf.edu – WaterInstitute.maps.arcgis.com - WaterAtlas.org – TampaTreeMap.org –
PlantAtlas.org

 

From: Colella, Mike <Mike.Colella@MyFWC.com> 
Sent: Friday, August 17, 2018 11:00 AM
To: Landry, Shawn <landry@usf.edu>
Cc: Hammond, Rich <hammond@usf.edu>; Eilers, David <eilers@usf.edu>
Subject: RE: SEACAR - request for information
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Hi Shawn,
 
The databases are mostly kept separate.  The three projects should be kept separate.  I
guess they should be called Florida Keys CREMP, Dry Tortugas CREMP and Southeast
Florida CREMP (this is the same project run by Dave Gilliam at NOVA Southeastern in
case you have also contacted him).  It doesn’t really matter to me but I would keep
them separate simply because the funding sources are different.  The methods for the
Dry Tortugas and Florida Keys are exactly the same.  The methods in SE Florida are
pretty much the same but have slight variations based on the different habitats in that
region.  All the databases are kept in ACCESS.  As I mentioned I can send you the data in
whichever format you would like. 
 
I can provide anything you need.  I will get back to you.  If you don’t hear from me by
the end of next week go ahead and drop me a reminder. 
 
And you’re not bugging me it is certainly part of my job to disseminate our monitoring
data as much as possible. 
 
Cheers,
 
Mike
 

From: Landry, Shawn [mailto:landry@usf.edu] 
Sent: Friday, August 17, 2018 8:13 AM
To: Colella, Mike <Mike.Colella@MyFWC.com>
Cc: Hammond, Rich <hammond@usf.edu>; Eilers, David <eilers@usf.edu>
Subject: RE: SEACAR - request for information
 
Hi Mike,
Thanks for the information. I am sorry to keep bugging you while you are busy.
 
The SEACAR project is focused on status and trend for FDEP Florida Coastal Office
managed areas – so their geographic extent will be different from your status and
trends reports (and the CHIMMP and OIMMP projects). We are currently building the
data warehouse to bring together indicator data from various sources. The next phase
of the project will be to develop the status and trends analyses. I believe FDEP is
planning to involve (and fund) experts from around the state – possibly they have
spoken to you. Also, the database we create will definitely be available for you and
others to access if desired.
 
Do you manage the coral reef data from the Florida Keys, Dry Tortugas and Southeast
Florida as a single database, and are the methods the same? If so, can we list the
efforts as a single program: Coral Reef Evaluation and Monitoring Project (CREMP)?
 This name would then match how you have it listed on your website.
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Would you be able to provide (when you have time) the database that includes
sampling locations and sample results? If you maintain the data in a database (SQL or
Access, etc.) then it would be great to get a copy so that we can incorporate the
program into the SEACAR database.
 
Also, could we get a copy of the SOP/methods documents and/or summary?
 
By the way, let me know if it is easier to answer questions over the phone.
 
Thank you,
Shawn
 
Shawn Landry, Ph.D.  (Landry@usf.edu)
Research Associate Professor, School of Geosciences
Director, USF Water Institute
University of South Florida
4202 East Fowler Ave., NES107, Tampa, FL 33620
Phone: (813) 974-4590       Cell: (813) 434-0162
websites: WaterInstitute.usf.edu – WaterInstitute.maps.arcgis.com - WaterAtlas.org – TampaTreeMap.org –
PlantAtlas.org

 

From: Colella, Mike <Mike.Colella@MyFWC.com> 
Sent: Thursday, August 16, 2018 12:28 PM
To: Landry, Shawn <landry@usf.edu>
Cc: Hammond, Rich <hammond@usf.edu>; Eilers, David <eilers@usf.edu>
Subject: RE: SEACAR - request for information
 
Hi Shawn,
 
The programs are the Coral Reef Evaluation and Monitoring Project (Florida Keys) and
Coral Reef Evaluation and Monitoring Project (Dry Tortugas).  The temperature data is
one of several datasets that are part of this monitoring project.  The project is the same
but has different funding sources and obviously covers different regions.  I am also the
data manager/Co-PI for the Southeast Florida Coral Reef Evaluation and Monitoring
project which covers from Martin down to Miami-Dade County.  The only area we don’t
cover is Biscayne.
 
You can use the names above and the name for the water temperature part can be left
as you have it.  I am the point of contact for questions or acquisition of data.
 
We do have website but I don’t believe it is up to date.  I know the data parts are not.  I
can provide methods in the form SOP documents if that suffices.  They are excessively
detailed.  I can provide a brief summary of each methods if necessary.
 
To acquire the data simply ask me.  I can provide the data in just about any format you
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would like.  The data are of course available to anyone following sunshine law.  We
certainly encourage using our datasets if your analyses are more of the meta-analysis
types and will be incorporated into larger datasets or compared to other datasets from
a region.  If you are interested in looking at status and trends on only Florida reefs I
would advise you to look at our own reports or publications (we have/are essentially
doing this for our own grants) unless you were looking for something specific.
 
I have not heard from Dave.  Rob Ruzicka, the corals program administrator may have
but has not passed on the email.  Things are bit crazy at the moment with all of our
own ongoing project and the current disease event.  I have been asked about our own
metadata catalogues several times, unfortunately it always falls to the bottom of our
list of priorities.
 
I am happy to work with you to provide whatever you made need for the SEACAR
program.  Just let me know.
 
Cheers!
Mike
 
 

From: Landry, Shawn [mailto:landry@usf.edu] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 14, 2018 1:11 PM
To: Colella, Mike <Mike.Colella@MyFWC.com>
Cc: Hammond, Rich <hammond@usf.edu>; Eilers, David <eilers@usf.edu>
Subject: RE: SEACAR - request for information
 
Hi Mike,
Thanks for the email. I am on the Tampa campus of USF, so I can’t swing by.
 
You are listed as the contact for three programs:

·         Florida Coral Reef Evaluation and Monitoring Project
·         Dry Tortugas Benthic Cover and Species Inventory Project
·         Water Temperature on Coral Reefs in the Florida Keys

 
I have not closely examined the information in our SEACAR database, but I have a few
basic questions:

1.       Are these three programs accurately named, and are you the contact?
2.       Do you have a protocol/methods document or website about each program?
3.       If the SEACAR project wanted to use your data for a status and trends analysis,

how would we acquire the data? Do you store the data in a database or excel
or other?

 
Has Dave Reed spoken to you? We work with Dave on the Terra-CAT.org project. Dave
talked about trying to get FWRI PIs to enter metadata into your Meta-REP catalog, and
then we could pull all of the information directly from Meta-REP.
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Thanks,
Shawn
 
Shawn Landry, Ph.D.  (Landry@usf.edu)
Research Associate Professor, School of Geosciences
Director, USF Water Institute
University of South Florida
4202 East Fowler Ave., NES107, Tampa, FL 33620
Phone: (813) 974-4590       Cell: (813) 434-0162
websites: WaterInstitute.usf.edu – WaterInstitute.maps.arcgis.com - WaterAtlas.org – TampaTreeMap.org –
PlantAtlas.org

 

From: Colella, Mike <Mike.Colella@MyFWC.com> 
Sent: Friday, July 27, 2018 9:45 AM
To: Landry, Shawn <landry@usf.edu>
Subject: SEACAR - request for information
 
Hi Shawn,
 
This is in response to your SEACAR data request email.
 
I am the Co-PI/data manager for the Coral Reef Evaluation and Monitoring Program
and can provide long-term repeated measures data for coral reef ecosystems (Benthic
Community composition and percent cover as well as data for at least 1 important
grazer).  I am not involved to this point but we will also be housing the data for the
DRM (Damage Response Monitoring) in the Florida Keys; there may be a different
contact for this.
 
My full name is below and I prefer to be contacted by email.  My office is in the RMI
building at Fish and Wildlife in St. Petersburg so if you’re on the St. Pete campus and
prefer to just swing by that’s fine too.
 
Cheers!
 
Michael Colella
Coral Program
Fish & Wildlife Research Institute
Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission
100 8th Ave SE
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
Phone: 727-892-4128
Email: Mike.Colella@MyFWC.com
http://research.MyFWC.com/
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